Syllabus: Advanced Placement United States History M. Thomas Spring 2012
Purpose: 

The Advanced Placement program in United States History is designed to provide students with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials of United States history. The course prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those made by full-year introductory college survey courses. In this pursuit, the acquisition of factual knowledge is the beginning point of the process, not the end! Students will learn to interpret and evaluate the relative significance of primary and secondary source materials, and to present their evidence and conclusions clearly and persuasively in an essay format. This course includes the study of political institutions, social, cultural, diplomatic and economic developments in U.S. History. Throughout this course we will develop overlying themes designed to encourage you a focus of change over time. Furthermore we will analyze and interpret maps, artwork, and graphs from all eras of American history. Our goal will be to incorporate information learned in class to help you better develop writing analytical essays based on factual knowledge and primary documents. 
Basic and Supplementary Texts
Basic text: America: Past and Present 8th Edition, Divine, Fredrickson, & Gross Copyright 2007 by Pearson Education, Inc. 
Supplemental Texts: 1. A People’s History of the United States, Howard Zinn  1980  by Harper Collins
2. Voices of America: Past and Present Volumes I & II, Copyright 2007 by Pearson Education Inc.

What I will provide

1. CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT: I will encourage and hopefully motivate all students into functioning as close to their maximum potential as is possible. I will be providing an environment that is intellectually as close to a University classroom as is practicable on a High School campus.

2. ASSIGNMENTS: I will provide assignments that are dedicated to improving students' academic ability.

3. GRADlNG: I will provide a prompt and accurate account of students' academic progress and grade essays and tests in a timely manner.

4. TYPING: I will not type papers for students, but the school does have a number of personal computers on campus for writing formal papers. All work is to be completed by hand!
5. TIME: I will be available after school 2 days a week (usually Monday and Tuesday) from 2:30 until 3:15 to assist students with writing assignments, comprehension of readings and topics, and make-up tests. Other times can be set up by appointment only.

6. AP EXAM: During the months of April and May, I will extend my hours and include evenings to review for the test.

Parent involvement

1. Students need to be in class at least 95% of the time. Please don't schedule vacations during school time, as it is usually a disaster for the student and will impair their ability to successfully pass not only the AP exam, but maintain an acceptable average in AP US History. 

2. Please recognize that students are being expected to do college-level work. At first it will seem overwhelming, but as better study habits are developed and students become cleverer about zeroing in on important points, the workload will become easier. Encourage your child to do more, emphasizing that the reward is worth the extra effort, and don't become a sounding board for complaints about the difficulty of my expectations. Because this is a college-level course, I expect teen-agers to take a very adult approach towards this class because that is precisely my expectation of them.

3. We will be discussing religion in this class, primarily Christianity. It is impossible to seriously discuss U.S. history without going into this topic and its influence upon social, political, and economic history. Please understand that I am not going to advocate any particular religion, and that some things that will be said about various denominations may be unflattering in a 21st century context. Please remember that we will be discussing religion in a historical context.

Outside Reading

Two major outside reading assignments will be required each nine weeks (listed below).. I must be notified which reading the student selects within 1 week of receiving the list. At the beginning and end of the semester, the student will take two tests (1st, 3rd weeks) and two more tests (15th, 16th weeks) on the books they have selected. This test will contain questions in Multiple Choice and Matching (A-E) format. These outside readings/assignments will be treated as major test grades and will be given the 1st, 3rd, 15th, and 16th weeks. Furthermore, scholarly essays and primary source readings will be distributed throughout the semester for assignments. Some of them are posted on the class website, but most will come from the America Voices text. You would be well advised to keep up with your reading assignments. *If you wait until the last minute you may find yourself overwhelmed by the volume of information/assignments and the timely nature with which they are due. Remember this is a college level course and will be treated as such.   

Winter Reading Assignment (Choose 2)  

Last of the Mohicans-James F. Cooper

Red Badge of Courage-Stephen Crane 
Uncle Tom's Cabin- Harriet Beecher Stowe  

The Jungle- Upton Sinclair
========================================

2nd 9 weeks Reading Assignment (Choose 2)
Black Boy- Richard Wright  
The Things they Carried- Tim O’Brien 
To Kill a Mockingbird-Harper Lee
All Quiet on the Western Front- Erich Marie Remarque
Tests, Essays, and Quizzes
Tests will generally consist of a multiple-choice section (MC) and an essay section (DBQs/FRQs) of equal weight. Each test is likely to cover a significantly greater volume of material than many students have previously experienced. These tests will emphasize factual information, multiple causation/multiple outcome, and conceptual change over time that will require students to interpret, evaluate, and then support their conclusions in essay format. There are likely to be no more than seven to eight major grades per quarter. That means that each major grade has a significant impact on the quarter grade. Students need to be aware of this and responsibly prepare for each major assignment. Planning ahead is crucial on these major assignments! 

Essays will come in the form of Document Based Questions (DBQ) of Free Response Questions (FRQ) and will count an equal % of the test score. I will explain in class, the strategy and significance of each and how they will be scored. Check out the website and view the Power Points which can aid you in the writing of each. On assignments written outside of class, MLA format will be followed. Any evidence of academic fraud (papers/essays/Multiple Choice/etc.) will be handled with severe penalties. Understand also that these infractions do not shine on any post secondary application submitted to any post secondary institution.
           Quizzes will only be used in so much as it becomes obvious the class is falling down in the responsibility department. They will mainly consist of fill in the blank (FIB) and short answer questions.

Homework/Participation/Discussion

Homework will consist almost exclusively of reading assignments/essays and/or objective terms to define. Students who are having difficulty with the course may need to initiate additional reinforcing activities/strategies to keep up with the demanding pace of this course. Every night AP US will have assignments and tasks to perform (short and long range). So make sure you schedule some time with me before you get too far behind. You will find it extremely difficult to catch up once you get behind. 

Grading:

Homework and Quizzes


20%

DBQs/Final Exam


25%

Tests and FRQs



30%

Readings and Novels


25%

Major Themes of the Course

The following themes are driven through unit discussion, assessments (quizzes, essays, FRQs, DBQs, and exams) 

1. America as a world power through economic, political or military purposes

2. American identity both from a foreign and domestic point of view

3. Political changes in American history and how that change has affected future events

4. American pluralism and how that reacts or meshes with cultural and ethnic identity

5. American economic transformation

Course Outline
Unit I: Introduction/Colonization/Independence (1492-1789)

Unit II: Launching the Government: Washington through Monroe (1789-1820)

Unit III: The Triumph of Common Man’s Democracy; Reform/Manifest Destiny (1824-1850) 

Unit IV: The Civil War and Reconstruction (1820-1877)

Unit V: Gilded Age/West/Rise of Business (1860-1890)

Unit VI:  Progressive Movement/Imperialism (1890-1914)

Unit VII: World War 1/ Boom and Bust (1914-1941)

Unit VIII: World War 2, Cold War, and the 1950s (1941-1960)

Unit IX: 1960-2008: Contemporary America
